Acute pseudo-obstruction of the colon: a clinical contribution and review of the literature.
Acute idiopathic pseudo-obstruction of the colon, or Ogilvie's syndrome, is a rather unfrequent condition. Although it has been associated to a variety of pathological conditions, the etiology is still unknown. The authors refer upon a case of Ogilvie's syndrome observed by them and, confronting the data that emerged reviewing the literature with their experience, they retain that if the conservative therapy fails, and in absence of perforations or ischemic lesions, the treatment to prefer is the positioning of a cecostomy tube in local anesthesia. For elderly patients with unsufficiently good general conditions who present a recurrent acute pseudo-obstruction of the colon, it is advisable to confection a definitive cecostomy.